VALUE   OF   PHILOSOPHY   AS   A   CULTURAL   ACHIEVEMENT
Prakrti andjPuru.sa. According to the Sankhya, Prakrti or insen-
tient matter and Purusa or self are two independent entities, and
creation is due to their contact. But it is not explained why and
how they come into contact. Vijnanabhiksu, commenting on the
Brahmasutras from the side of the Sankhya, had to accept a
personal God who was/to effect the required contact. And by this
acceptance, he deliberately differed from the Sankhya, and even
treated Purusa and Prakrti as together constituting the sakti or
energy of God. The Yoga system, in spite of its personal God,
rarely brings into unity the three ideas of God, soul ^d matter
For this reason, it too has been left out.           """"""
VIII
VALUE   OF   PHILOSOPHY   AS   A   CULTURAL   ACHIEVEMENT
Of late in India there has been a lot of talk about the uselessness
of philosophy. It is said that the Indian mind has become passive
because of too much philosophy. Now, one cannot say that the
German nation is passive; but it has produced some of the greatest
philosophers, and the output of philosophical literature in that
country is one of the largest. Of late, some of the most revolu-
tionary ideas originated from the Germans. Whether we accept
them or not, we have to give them the credit due to the kind of
work they have done. German philosophers^like^Kegel and
Nietzsche were blamed for the last war. The ideas they dissemi-
nated became motive forces, and stirred the German nation into
feverish activity. If philosophy is at the root of action in Germany,
why should it be the cause of passivity in India?
It is not philosophy or metaphysics as such that is to blame,
but the kind of philosophy or metaphysics. There is a philosophy
that preaches action and another that preaches inaction. The
differentiation between action and inaction is not new to India: it
is discussed at length in the Bhagavadgftdjlhe reader will see
that many of the contemporary philosophers have seen the
difference and emphasized the need for a change of tone. Philo-
sophy may supply more, but it must at least give us a plan for
action. rlt is a superstructure reared on a plan of life, thought out
in a certain age according to its requirements. It provides a basis
for that plan by connecting it with the nature of reality, and
thereby infuses confidence in the individual who wants to adopt
that plan. If this conception of philosophy is true, then Mahatma